
 
  Thank you to all who supported our Fiesta of Hope. Together we raised $43,000 to 
support our programs!  It was a true celebration of the work that we are doing transforming 
lives and strengthening families. Below is an excerpt of Executive Director Bridget Cooke’s 
remarks about Adelante’s Early Childhood Education program.  
 “Today when most everyone is cash strapped, we hear a lot about ‘return on 
investment’ or ROI. While it doesn’t give the full picture regarding the change in an 
individual’s life from a particular program, it is important to know that our resources are 
well placed.  
 Personally I don’t believe you can do any better than investing in children when they 
are young.  Regarding the ROI for high quality early childhood education, a modest estimate 
of the return is seven dollars for every dollar spent. Every dollar we invest, returns seven 
dollars to our economy. Think about it. It costs approximately $62,000 a year to incarcerate 
a youth. With $8,000 a year, we can provide early childhood education to a child in need.   
We can avoid a lot of heartache and a lot of suffering by paying attention to the needs of 
children.   
 In our community, a lot of children are living in poverty. 40% of Latino children live in 
poverty.  How does poverty affect a child’s chances?  We can look at lots of numbers, but 
one that sticks with me concerns access to books, the number of books a child has access to. 
I grew up in a home full of books. I imagine many of you did as well. Try to imagine this:  
in middle-class neighborhoods the ratio of books per child is 13 to one, 13 books for every 
child. However, in low-income neighborhoods the ratio is one age-appropriate book for 
every 300 children.     
 Think about this room, we wouldn’t even have one book to share.  How about sharing 
2/3 of a book? How long would it take for you to get to read that book?  But that is what is 
needed – exposure to reading, books in-hand and a positive classroom experience – to 
unlock the future.  That’s what our ECE program is all about, turning kids on to learning, 
making it possible for every child to have a great school experience, to love school, to love 
reading.”   ~Bridget Cooke, Executive Director  
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Adelante’s 
Forest Grove  

Farmers Market  
 

Wednesdays  
4:00—8:00 p.m. 
(begins May 15) 

Work Party and 
Potluck at  

Adelante Mujeres 
La Esperanza 

Farm!  
 

Saturday May 18th 
9:00am-2:30pm  

 
For more information contact 
Laura Fralich at 503.992.2041 

or 
lfralich@adelantemujeres.org 

Above: Guests Alyssa and Michael 
Hanada enjoy dancing to the live Latin  
music at Fiesta of Hope.  
Photo by Guthrie Straw. 

Art show will benefit 
Adelante! 

 
Dishwasher Project 

Thurs., June 6th, 6-9pm  
The Cleaners at Ace Hotel 

403 SW 10th Ave., Portland 
 

Proceeds from sales will 
benefit Adelante!  

For details: 
dishwasherproject.wordpress.com 

Executive Director Bridget Cooke visits with guests at Fiesta of Hope. 
Photo by Octaviano Merecias. 
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Ser Migrante 
Por Karina Villalobos 

 
¿Qué es ser Migrante? 

¿Qué es esta gente? 
Es la gran pregunta. 

Ser Migrante. 
Ser Migrante es: 

Ser un ser que lucha 
Sin ser reconocido. 
Busca sin encontrar. 

Llora sin ser escuchado. 
Ser Migrante es: 

Ser alguien, sin estar ahí 
Sin ser parte de esta Tierra. 

Ser Migrante es:  
Vivir con miedo 

Vivir con desespero 
Vivir con desamor 
Vivir en esta Tierra 

Donde no eres bienvenido. 
Ser Migrante es: 

Querer volver a casa 
Querer encontrar un lugar 

Donde se puede respirar en paz. 
Un lugar donde tú sientas que puedes vivir, trabajar 

y soñar.  
Ser Migrante es: 

Querer romper fronteras 
Querer sentir que eres 

No menos que las estrellas. 
Ser Migrante es: 

Creer que a Todos nos hizo Dios libres 
Y no puso dos cielos, puso sólo uno. 

Porque a Todos nos ama igual.  

To Be a Migrant 
By Karina Villalobos 

 
What does it mean to be a Migrant? 

Who are these people? 
That is the big question. 

To be a Migrant. 
To be a Migrant: 

Is to be someone who fights, 
Without being recognized. 
She looks without finding. 

She cries without being heard. 
To be a Migrant: 

Is to be someone, without being there 
Without being part of this Earth. 

To be a Migrant: 
Is to live in fear 

To live with despair 
To live with disillusion 

To live on this Earth 
Where you aren’t welcome. 

To be a Migrant: 
Is to want to go home 

To want to find a place 
Where one can breathe in peace. 
A place where you feel you can 

Live, work and dream. 
To be a Migrant: 

Is to want to break borders 
To want to feel that you are 

No less than the stars. 
To be a Migrant: 

Is to believe that God made us all free 
And did not put two heavens, only one. 

Because God loves us all equally. 

     Karina Villalobos is from Mexico and has three children. She and her husband Armando began 
participating in Adelante’s agriculture program about a year and half ago. If you would like to hear her talk 
about the impact of this program on her and her family, watch the agriculture video posted on our website 
on the Fiesta of Hope page. This past September, Karina and her two youngest children joined Adelante’s 
education program. Karina recently celebrated a very significant accomplishment. Having only finished 9th 
grade in Mexico, she recently obtained her GED with the help of Adelante Mujeres and months of intense 
studying. She has also showed tremendous growth in English language development, and as you can see 
below, in her literary capacities. Karina wrote the poem below in the Bridge Program, a partnership with 
Pacific University’s Center for Gender Equity. Karina read this poem to a crowd of almost 200 at the Fiesta 
of Hope and was honored with a standing ovation. Way to go Karina! 
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Published on Tuesday, July 31, 2012 in the Forest Grove News Times| Written by Charles Drummond|  
 

Chue Cha has had a special connection with the 
earth since early childhood in her native Laos. 
Today she is the guiding force behind a successful 
family-operated microenterprise that grows and sells 
fresh flowers and vegetables at local farmers 
markets, including the one in Forest Grove.  

As a child growing up in a small village in the 
mountainous regions of Laos, it was in the family 
garden where she learned important lessons about 
farming.  

Like many families among the Hmong ethnic 
groups, the food the family raised and grew in their 
Southeast Asian homeland helped sustain them 
through the year.  

A quarter of a century later it is still the bounty 
from the family garden that sustains Chue Cha, her 
husband, Ge Xiong, and their family. Today, 
however, their crop doesn’t go directly from the 
garden to the table - instead, money earned at local 
farmers markets provides needed income. The family business, in turn, gives something back to the three markets it 
attends. With its spectacular array of bright flowers, the GX Family Garden booth is the visual star at each location.  

Chue Cha launched the business 11 years ago. She credits other family members in Seattle and California for giving 
her the opportunity to learn the flower business. She’s now passing that knowledge on to her six children, who also 
participate working in the fields and helping at the booth on market days. (In addition to the Wednesday market in Forest 
Grove, the family sells flowers at the Tuesday Market in Hillsboro and on the weekends at the Vancouver Farmers 
Market.) The oldest of the children is 21-year-old Billie Xiong. Smart, affable and with a smile as broad and bright as her 
mother's, Billie functions as the family spokesperson.  

She says her mom’s favorite market is the Forest Grove Farmers Market. “We were one of the first vendors when 
Adelante Mujeres launched the market in the parking lot behind the Dollar Tree in 2005,” she said. “Our business has 
sort of grown right along with this market.”  

The GX Family Garden grows its flowers and vegetables on two different plots in Corbett and Damascus. Speaking 
through her daughter, Chue Cha said she is proud of the fact that everything is 
grown from seed. The seeds germinate in greenhouses and are transferred as 
seedlings to the garden plots. Decisions about varieties are made by trial and 
error as well as networking with the other family members in the flower 
business. “But,” says Billie, “the main thing is how well they all go together 
to create one of our bouquets. We grow different varieties at different times 
during the season. All together we probably grow and harvest more than three 
dozen varieties.”  
Watching family members assembling elaborate bouquets during a busy 
market day clearly demonstrates how hard they work, but also how well they 
work together. On a recent Wednesday, Billie and her two oldest brothers - 
Kevin, 19, and Jason, 15 - joined their mother in a blur of colorful 
choreography, somehow managing to not get in each other’s way in the tight 
confines of a 10-by-10-foot booth while putting together their floral creations. 
By 8 p.m., market closing time, all that remained in the booth were the empty 
plastic pots used to keep the flowers fresh. According to Billie, “this is the 
best time of year for us. The flowers are the prettiest and customers are in the 
mood to purchase.” On the days that aren’t as successful, Billie says that they 
often donate the unsold flowers to senior centers or convalescent homes, 
giving back to the communities that are helping support their family.  
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Market vendor Chue Cha with son arranging the bouquets that have been 
a market favorite since its launching in 2005.   



Join us in celebrating the recent passage of two very important bills affecting the 
well-being of all Oregon residents!   We want to express our gratitude to Pat 
Rumer and her dynamic group of PSU students who worked with us over the 
past few months to lobby for passage of House Bill 2787 – the Tuition Equity 
bill granting in-state tuition for undocumented students, and Senate Bill 833 
making driver’s licenses available for qualifying undocumented immigrants. 
Adelante Mujeres adult education students made their voices heard through a 
legislative forum, participation in town hall meetings, visits to legislators in 
Salem, a postcard campaign and letters to the editor. Our efforts, along with 
those of CAUSA and a number of other immigrant rights groups truly paid off! 
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Adelante participants at the rally in Salem on May 1 just before 
watching Governor Kitzhaber sign the driver’s license bill. 

Adelante student Karina Villalobos reading 
her poem “To Be a Migrant” at the May 1 
rally in Salem. See page 2 to read her poem. 

Pat Rumer, PSU Professor 


