
 
         As we wrap up our first decade at Adelante Mujeres, one thing is very 

clear – we are only just beginning. It is true we have accomplished quite a 
bit since hanging out our shingle in 2002; still the path forward summons 
us with increased urgency. Poverty, racism, violence and the degradation 
of the earth call us to respond with creativity and courage. To borrow a 
phrase popularized by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we are just beginning to 
create the Beloved Community.  
         In the Beloved Community of Dr. King’s vision everyone shares in 
the riches of the earth. We swap poverty with the opportunity for all to a 
great education and to resources necessary for economic and personal well-
being.  We put an end to discrimination in any form and honor our diverse 
ways of being. We replace injustice with fairness and a commitment to 
treat everyone with kindness.  Dr. King did not see the world through 

utopian eyes. Rather he went about constructing the Beloved Community with a steadfast commitment 
to non-violence and an all-inclusive spirit that sought the good in every person. Leadership was not a 
pathway for a few to get ahead, but a means by which we work together so that all can live with 
dignity and greater joy. 
     Following Dr. King’s lead is a tall order. That is why at Adelante Mujeres we have begun our 
second decade with a clear-eyed assessment of where we stand. We have reviewed and evaluated our 
work to determine how we can best get to where we want to be. During the past eight months we 
scrutinized every aspect of our organization and created plans to take us into the next ten years with 
persistence and hope. 
     In a speech following the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision desegregating the Montgomery busses, 
Dr. King said, “…the end is reconciliation…. It is this type of understanding goodwill that will 
transform the deep gloom of the old age into the exuberant gladness of the new age. It is this love 
which will bring about miracles in the hearts of [all].” We invite you to join us in envisioning the 
Beloved Community in our midst.  We will provide further updates on our Strategic Plan process in 
the near future.      
  ~Bridget Cooke, Executive Director and Co-Founder 
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Snapshots  
Stories and poems by 

 Adelante Mujeres students 
Thurs., Feb. 7  ~ 7:00 pm 

 
Join us for an evening of readings 
as the women of Adelante share 
their courageous personal stories 
and poems. And have another 
chance to view our Decade of 
Success Exhibit.  
 
Where:  
Forest Grove United Church of Christ, 
2032 College Way 
 
Sponsored by the Center for Gender 
Equity at Pacific University and Forest 
Grove United Church of Christ 

Save the date    
Fiesta of Hope 

April 20, 2013 Adelante Mujeres and PCC offer scholarships  
Our Journey to College initiative has just 

received a major boost.  Now in addition to 
providing college readiness education, financial 
literacy training, and matched savings accounts, 
Adelante Mujeres is offering four $2,500 
scholarships to PCC. Thanks to very generous 
Adelante donors, Don and Bonnie Blish, four of 
our Adelante Chicas will have the opportunity to 
turn their dreams of college into reality. 

Don and Bonnie Blish, Adelante volunteers 
since April 2012, donated $5,000 to establish this 
scholarship fund.  The Portland Community 
College Foundation matched this contribution 
resulting in a total of $10,000 available to 
Adelante Chicas for scholarships to Portland 
Community College for the 2013-14 academic 
year.  

When asked what motivated them to 
establish this scholarship, Bonnie replied: 

“We want to help provide these young 

women with true equality of opportunity in a way 
that will allow them to shine.  Portland 
Community College prepares students thoroughly 
– and at less cost – for continuing their education 
toward a bachelor’s degree and beyond.  PCC 
also works closely with local employers to design 
innovative job training programs.  We hope that 
local businesses and individuals will help us 
support this Adelante Mujeres-PCC Community 
Partnership in future years.” 

Cecilia Giron, Director of Adelante Chicas 
is thrilled about this scholarship. She stated: 
“This provides a path for our Chicas to flourish 
and become future leaders in our communities. 
We face many challenges, but by working 
together we can help to make our society more 
inclusive and close the higher education 
achievement gap for communities of color.  Many 
thanks to the Blish family and to the PCC 
Foundation.” 



 

��� � � �

An Update from Causa Oregon�
Our nation’s broken immigration system tears 

families apart. With 11 million undocumented 
immigrants in our country, the largest grassroots 
immigrant rights organizations are launching a new 
campaign to fix our patchwork of failed and 
mismanaged immigration policies so that families 
have a pathway to citizenship and can stay together. 

These families will be the voice of the “Keeping 
Families Together” campaign. They will lift the veil 
on the moral crisis of family separation and tell their 
story of our broken immigration process to illustrate 
why we need change now. 

Keeping Families Together highlights the stories 
of immigrant families who struggle to cope with the 
heartbreaking effects of our country’s broken 

immigration 
system. The 
website 
encourages 
people to share 
their personal 
stories and 
empowers them 
by building a 

community to advocate for immigration reform. 
Uniting with immigrant activists, advocates and 

champions, these families will demand a path to 
citizenship for the 11 million undocumented 
immigrants in this country. Causa has been hard at 
work pushing forward critical immigrant justice 
issues in Oregon - restoration of driver’s licenses, 
tuition equity for DREAMers, and federal 
immigration reform. It's an ambitious agenda, and 
our plan is bold. But during the week of January 14 
to 18, it  was more bold and ambitious than any in 
recent memory. Take a look below at what we did. 

OUR BIG WIN: Young immigrants, who were 
otherwise eligible for the opportunities that 
accompany deferred action, were temporarily denied 
driver’s licenses. Thanks to pressure from Causa and 
our allies like Adelante Mujeres, driver’s licenses for 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
applicants were restored in Oregon, benefiting 
22,000 DACA applicants. Now our job is to restore 
driver’s licenses for ALL. 

WORKING WITH LEGISLATORS: Causa 
organizers and leaders met with 20 (yes, 20!) Federal 
and State Legislators about legalization, driver’s 
licenses, and tuition equity from January 14 to 
January 18. Thanks to our DACA applicants and 
Causa organizers Miriam and Hugo for participating 
in and organizing these meetings. 

 CHAMPIONING NATIONAL 
IMMIGRATION REFORM: Causa had a press 
conference to launch the Keeping Families Together 
Campaign on January 15, receiving coverage from 
the Oregonian, Univision, El Hispanic News, OPB 
Radio, and the Associated  Press. 

 AND IF THAT WAS'NT ENOUGH: This week 
Causa had meetings with allies about preventing any 
anti-immigrant legislation at the state level and 
participated at the Tuition Equity Coalition under the 
leadership of Oregon Student Association 

Causa will continue its work for justice with great 
allies like Adelante Mujeres in Washington County. 
For more information visit our website at 
www.causaoregon.org    

Written by Francisco Lopez, Executive Director of Causa Oregon 

Francisco Lopez, Executive Director of Causa Oregon at a press con-
ference outside the USCIS office in Portland at the official luncheon of 
Keeping Families Together Campaign on January 15, 2013. 
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�By Kaely Summers, Market Manager 
As I reflect on my first year working at Adelante Mujeres 

and having completed a full season of the Forest Grove Farmers 
Market, I feel proud. Over the 2012 season we provided an 
opportunity for market shoppers to buy directly from the very 
people who devote their lives to caring for our food. Market 
volunteers inspired kids to try new fruits and vegetables through 
our new Market Sprouts Kids Club. SNAP and WIC customers 
voted with their tokens and spent over $21,700 in federal food 
assistance dollars to support market farmers and food producers. 
And market patrons transformed the street into a space for the 
community to gather and feel included in something special. 
     If that wasn't enough to make us feel proud, I recently read a 
report from the Wholesome Wave network about Hurricane 
Sandy relief efforts. Wholesome Wave supports and funds 
markets across the country like Adelante’s Forest Grove 
Farmers Market who offer incentive programs for the low-income community. During Hurricane Sandy, many 
supermarkets and food retailers were unable to process food stamp cards because they had lost power, so people had to pay 
for food in cash. Many area farmers markets extended their hours and added extra days to ensure that neighborhoods 
wouldn't go hungry. Farmers braved the weather conditions to arrive at markets in areas where residents didn't have cash to 
pay for the much needed food.  Because the markets had wireless terminals and tokens for customers with food stamps to 
use, they were able to offer the highest quality foods to folks that needed them the most. In a world where big box stores 
often rule the landscape with their promises to satisfy every shopping need, it is comforting to know that we belong to a 
network of people and local communities that can actually come to the rescue in times of crisis. 
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As we wrap up our end of the year annual appeal for 
2012, we are overwhelmed with gratitude. We raised 
$14,000 in this direct mail appeal! This is more than double 
the amount we raised in the 2011 annual appeal. Thank you 
to all who donated and supported us throughout 2012.Your 
financial support enables us to: 

• Provide early childhood education to 25-30 toddlers 
and preschoolers each year with 98% of our students 
meeting federal and state literacy benchmarks. 

• Serve 300 Latina girls and their families a year through 
Adelante Chicas, a youth development program. 

• Provide small business training and ongoing business 
coaching  to 50 entrepreneurs a year through Adelante 
Empresas. 

• Provide access to fresh local produce through our 
Forest Grove Farmers Market attracting up to 2,000 
shoppers each week. 

• Provide sustainable farming classes and access to land 
to over 30 families a year. 

• Provide holistic education to low-income Latina 
women who have been denied  educational 
opportunities most of their lives and whose average 
education level is sixth grade.  

 
With dedicated partners like you, we are transforming lives, 
strengthening families, and sustaining our community.  

Thank you for a successful annual appeal! 

The market team:  Kaely Summers, Market Manager; Mayra Hernandéz, 
Outreach Coordinator; Erika Takeo, Summer Intern 

Why do you donate to Adelante Mujeres? 
We asked a few of our donors about why they donate to Adelante 
Mujeres. Below are some responses. 

“I believe that character is important; that 
good people tend to work together to 
support good causes.  Sister Barbara is one 
of the best people I have ever known.  When 
I learned that she was involved in 
starting Adelante Mujeres, I knew that the 
agency would do good for our community 
and that other people of good character 
would work within the agency.  That makes 
Adelante Mujeres the type of agency that is 
most deserving of financial support.” 
     ~Steve Price, Adelante Mujeres Donor 

“We support Adelante Mujeres because 
it is an organization that makes a 
difference in our community.  Watching 
Adelante Mujeres' growth and 
accomplishments over the years 
inspires us to support their continuing 
success.” 
~ Gerardo Vergara-Monroy, The 
Savvy Merchant, LLC,  
Adelante Mujeres Donor 



Lucero Ramírez is a junior at 
Pacific University majoring in 
education. She has been working 
for Adelante Mujeres through the 
Federal Work Study program 
since fall of her freshman year.   

Lucero learned about Adelante 
Mujeres through her Spanish 
professor Nancy Christoph. 
Lucero was immediately 
interested because she knew that 
working for Adelante’s education 
programs would provide valuable 
teaching experience. She was also 
drawn to Adelante’s mission. 

Lucero was born in Michoacán, 
México  and grew up in Hillsboro. 
She is the first in her family to 
attend college. She was excited 
about being part of a program that 
focuses on the education and 
empowerment of other Latina 
women.  

Lucero enjoys her work in the 
adult education program: 

“I enjoy working with the 
women. I feel like a good 
role model for them.  I am 
Hispanic, so I feel I can 
motivate them to do better.  
If I can do it, they can do it 
too.”   

Her most rewarding experience 
has been working with two 
students who were struggling with 
math and needed more 
individualized help. Lucero is able 
to provide direct instruction 
tailored to their specific needs. 
She finds it very rewarding to 
witness the progress of her 
students and to see how genuinely 

grateful they are for her help.  
“This gave me a taste of 
what it will be like to 
teach.  It is rewarding 
because every time I teach 
and am patient, they are 
thankful to me …I see 
their progress. I see their 
effort… At the beginning 
they didn’t say anything 
during class and didn’t 
raise their hands. Now they 
are more open and 
confident.” 

Lucero finds great benefit in 
working at Adelante Mujeres as 
she works toward her goal of 
becoming an elementary school 
teacher. But Adelante benefits just 
as much. We are so grateful to 
Lucero for her passion, 
commitment, and service. We 
know that Lucero will achieve her 
goal and continue to inspire 
students throughout a very 
successful teaching career.   
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