
The harsh, heavy line that separates want from opportunity 

continued its steady spread in 2013. For 64% of Americans, the 

line’s growth fueled a corresponding increase in doubt. For 

these Americans, there is no longer belief that the US offers an 

equal chance to everyone.  Diminished expectations are most 

common among families earning less than $50,000 annually. In 

Washington County, there exists significant wealth disparity. 

According to the 2008-2013 Washington County Community Plan, “Our community is concerned 

that although the per capita income of the county continues to grow, our low income population is 

growing at a much faster rate. We are increasingly a community of ‘haves’ and ‘have not’s’.” 

Additionally, by 2014, Washington County is projected to have the highest number of children in 

the state.  

Opportunity most certainly opens doors, but what happens when opportunity doesn’t come 

knocking? For many children in our community the lack of opportunity has meant a loss in 

potential. It has led to poor grades, truancy, dropping out and asocial behavior. Yet creating 

opportunity is really not that hard. Our community has many organizations, like Adelante 

Mujeres, that provide children with amazing experiences to let loose their creativity, stretch their 

brains and challenge their bodies. The problem is that these institutions and their programs are 

almost all underfunded, hence forced to cut services to stay afloat. Fortunately, discontent can 

spark inspiration.  In order to keep the harsh, heavy line from widening, we need to continue 

moving forward and putting one foot in front of the other. Witness the birth of the Children’s 

Opportunity Fund Initiative of Washington County or COFI.  

In 2011, volunteer community leaders formed COFI as a response to the decrease in funding 

for programs that are vital to the success of our children and youth. The Initiative seeks to “create 

a sustainable source of funding dedicated to proven, successful programs that prevent child abuse, 

assure high quality early childhood care and education, and support the academic success of all 

children.” Our hope is to gain monetary stability for programs that effectively support children 

and youth.  

The COFI steering committee wants to discover the right solution for Washington County. 

To that end, the committee has been raising funds to 

undertake a county-wide community survey to determine 

the viability of supporting effective programs through 

various strategies including a property tax levy. A levy 

would make funds available to Washington County 

organizations/programs. It would mean that organizations, 

like Adelante Mujeres, would be able to count on a stable 

funding source and meet increasing needs.  

     Thanks to a generous grant from Meyer Memorial 

Trust the survey will begin this month.  The survey, of 

course, is just the beginning. Endorsements, donations and 

volunteers are needed to move the initiative forward. And 

if we are able to get a levy on the ballot, we will need the 

entire community behind us to keep our feet moving 

forward. ¡Adelante!  

  ~Bridget Cooke, Executive Director 
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Children’s Opportunity Fund 
Snapshots  
Stories and poems by 

 Adelante Mujeres students 

 
Wed., Feb. 19 ~ 7:00 pm 

 

Join us for an evening of 
readings as the women of 

Adelante share their 
courageous, personal stories 

and poems.  
 

Where:  
Pacific University -  
Taylor Auditorium in Marsh Hall  
 

Sponsored by : 

The Center for Gender Equity at 
Pacific University, and 

Oregon NOW 

Save the date    
Fiesta of 

Hope 
May 10, 2014 

Adelante offices 

have moved! 
 

Our new address: 

2036 Main St.  Suite A 

Forest Grove, OR 

97116 

“Part of being optimistic is keeping one’s head pointed  

toward the sun, one’s feet moving forward.”     

--Nelson Mandela 

 

Want to learn more? 
COFI website: 

 

http://impactnw.org/childrens-opportunity-

fund-of-washington-county/ 
 

Or contact Katie Riley at  

katie@katieriley.org 

THANK YOU! 
We raised $6,782 for the 

programs of Adelante 
through the Give!Guide.  

 

 
 

http://impactnw.org/childrens-opportunity-fund-of-washington-county/how-to-help/
http://impactnw.org/childrens-opportunity-fund-of-washington-county/how-to-help/
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Thank you for a successful annual appeal! 

ADELANTE MUJERES NAMED  
OMEN INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR  

Adelante Mujeres was named Innovator of the 

Year for 2013 by Oregon Microenterprise Network’s 

(OMEN) at its 15th Anniversary Conference. 

The award was given in recognition of Adelante’s 

innovative small business development program that 

provides training and marketing opportunities to low 

income Latino entrepreneurs in Washington County. 

Since 2007, Adelante has been providing education, 

technical assistance, and ongoing business coaching 

to over 70 entrepreneurs each year. In addition, 

Adelante provides access to needed capital through 

Individual Development Accounts and, most recently, 

Kiva loans. Because of Adelante’s comprehensive 

approach, the small business development program 

has experienced an exponential growth of more than 

500% over the past two years.   

The recognition given to Adelante Mujeres by 

OMEN highlights the importance of Latinos in the 

broader business community as well as Adelante’s 

ethic of service, commitment to excellence, and 

innovative practices 

Representing the small business entrepreneurs for 

Adelante Mujeres was Angelica Pizano, CEO and co-

owner of Don Felipe Products. With the help of 

Adelante Mujeres, this small business was able to 

establish itself in the local market by selling chorizo 

sausage in three farmers markets in Washington 

County. They are now preparing to market their 

products nationally. 

Thank you OMEN for recognizing Adelante’s 

innovation and success! 

 

Eduardo Corona, Adelante Mujeres; Angelica Pizano, co-owner of 

Don Felipe Products and Adelante participant; Cylvia Hayes, First 

Lady of Oregon; and Marilin Johnson, Executive Director of OMEN 

As we wrap up our end of the year annual appeal for 2013, we are 

overwhelmed with gratitude. We raised $16,000 so far in this direct mail 

appeal! Thank you to all who donated and supported us throughout 2013.  
 

Why do you donate to Adelante Mujeres? 

We asked a few of our donors about why they donate to Adelante Mujeres. 
Below are some responses. 

 

"Adelante Mujeres impresses me with both its mission statement and its success achieving it. I have supported the 

organization since its early days and have continued that support even though I left Oregon for Illinois three years 

ago. I know that my financial contribution will be well used. Reading about the women who have benefited from the 

programs of Adelante, I feel a sense of fulfillment in being part of the community of women helping women."  

 ~ Susan Anthony 

 

“We see the impact that Adelante programs have on our community. We  believe in the Adelante philosophy of 

providing women and their families the support and tools that allow them to realize their full potential - within 

themselves and within the community.”  ~ Nina and Mike Kaufmann 

 

“I like supporting a mission that helps people feel welcome and increases their ability to participate in the 

community.”  ~Mike Moore 
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The  Need of the Poor (La Necesidad del Pobre)  
by Irene Hernandez (Adult Education Participant) 
 
The need of the poor 
Is to leave one’s heart lonesome at home, 
While one searches for food, 
Food that is not enough 
Hunger you cannot fill.  
The need of the poor 
Is to wake and not have 
Not even a tortilla on the table. 

By Annemarie García, Communications & Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 Esteban and Nora Plancarte came to the United States 20 

and 12 years ago, respectively. When Nora got to the US from 

her home in San Juan de Viña in Tacámbaro, Michoacán, she 

did not know how to read and write. This is a stark contrast to 

life for the family now. Twelve years after leaving Mexico, 

Nora enrolled in the Adelante Mujeres Adult Education 

program. At the same time, she enrolled her 2 year old 

daughter, Berenice, in the Early Childhood Education program. 

They have been attending Adelante education programs for 

over a year and Nora has been learning to read and write while 

Berenice excels in the ECE classroom. 

 Francisca Pérez, Adelante Mujeres’ Early Childhood 

Education Coordinator, and Early Childhood Education 

teachers, Rosalia Castro and Maria Esther Rizo, have watched 

Berenice transform from a very quiet, shy child into a child who 

encourages her classmates to sing, shares with her family all of 

the lessons she learns, and is learning how to count in both Spanish and English. Francisca reiterates that the 

education programs offered at Adelante are designed and structured to encourage whole family involvement, “The 

goal of the programs is for everybody to grow together. Mothers and fathers are encouraged to teach their children 

and the children are encouraged to take their lessons home to continue their learning.”  

 Although Mujeres is in the name of the organization, it is important to note that the families are encouraged to 

participate in the programs and events as well. Esteban, Berenice’s father has increasingly become more involved 

in his youngest daughter’s education, “Because she is in this program, I know she will be more prepared when she 

starts school. She won’t cry or become frustrated because she will have 

learned everything she needs to know already.” He is proud of both Nora and 

Berenice and he has many stories to tell of Berenice’s progress: “Berenice 

will bring home lessons she’s learned. She will get all of her dolls, sit them 

down in rows, and begin teaching them the way she learned in the [ECE] 

program. She’ll say ‘look at me’ or ‘listen’ and then she will sing them songs 

and show them books. She loves to read and sing.” 

 The education programs offered at Adelante strive to involve entire 

families through education, cultural events, and empowerment. Esteban and 

Nora believe that because there is a strong connection between the teachers 

and families, their daughter has gained more confidence and is learning so 

much so quickly. In addition, Nora has changed her perspective on 

education, “In my family, I learned that women cook, do chores, and take 

care of their husbands. Since coming to Adelante, I think differently. Boys 

and girls should be offered the same education opportunities.”   

Nora and Berenice in the ECE classroom. 

Maestra Berenice cuddling her doll.  

At Adelante, families learn and grow together 



MEET OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER,  

SALLY BAILEY  

2036 Main Street, Suite A 

Forest Grove, Oregon 97116 

Phone: 503-992-0078   

Fax: 503-359-1939 

E-mail: info@adelantemujeres.org 

www.adelantemujeres.org 

Since its founding in 2002, Adelante Mujeres has 

relied on volunteers and donors to sustain our 

organization. With the support of people like you,  

we are serving over 500 families this year. Thanks to 

you, Adelante Mujeres is transforming lives, 

strengthening families, and sustaining our 

community.  

 

If you, or a friend, are interested in getting more 

involved with Adelante Mujeres please contact us to 

arrange volunteering your time, talents or financial 

donation.  We can also happily add you to our 

mailing list to receive our newsletters. 

 

Kind thanks, 

The staff & participants of Adelante Mujeres 

Adelante Mujeres 

Education. Empowerment. Enterprise. 

Visit the  Adelante website 

www.adelantemujeres.org 

By Carrie Schmid, ELD Teacher 

 Sally Bailey’s contribution to 

the community did not end after 35 

years of service as a middle school 

teacher. Shortly after retirement, 

Sally saw an ad in The Oregonian 

for volunteers at Adelante Mujeres 

and jumped at the opportunity. 

  “As an ex-teacher, I really 

have a passion for helping people 

and it seemed to be a great fit,” she 

said. “From day one I have felt so 

appreciated. When you get older, 

maybe you value that even more, 

that you are still appreciated and 

capable of helping.” 

  Now in her fourth year of 

service with the Adult Education 

program, Sally’s constant caring 

has won a place in the heart of each 

participant, and the feeling is 

mutual, “I’ve fallen in love with the 

program and people,” Sally said. 

“Truly I get a lot more than I give.” 

 In addition to assisting in the 

classroom once a week, Sally  

Sally like part of my family,” Isabel 

said. "She is very kind to us. My 

children look to her like a 

grandma.” 

 Working with Adelante 

Mujeres, Sally has realized how 

hard the women in the program are 

working towards the goals they 

have for their families and their 

children. 

  “Working with the women for 

a few days, anyone with any kind of 

open mind would get it and see how 

Adelante is changing lives,” she 

said. “It’s a great way for people in 

the community to get involved in 

some meaningful work.” 

 

meets one-on-one with students 

outside of class as an “intercambio” 

language exchange partner. “The 

relationships I’ve built through 

intercambio are really important to 

me,” she said. 

 Former Adelante student 

Isabel de la Cruz continues to meet 

with Sally in her home even after 

having finished the program. When 

her son Uriel started school in 

Beaverton, Sally arranged to 

volunteer in his classroom once a 

week. She helps Isabel understand 

what’s happening in school and is a 

special support for Uriel, “I see  

BECOME A  

VOLUNTEER 
 
 

 

 

For more information, contact  

Annemarie García:  

agarcia@adelantemujeres.org  


